Chapter 29

Arguments for Population Movement of Anatomically
Modern Humans from Central Asia to Europe
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The Levant
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Figure 29.1. Map showing the sites discussed in this chapter. The Aurignacian expansion follows a northeast—
southwest axis, along the length of low mountain chains and plateaux Zagros, Caucasus, Taurus, the Crimea, and the
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this migration (The Crimea, Anatolia), even more so when one considers that the sea level was much lower and exposed
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Figure 29.2. Anatomical modernity.
André Leroi-Gourhan demonstrated
the universality of the trend to
‘modernization’ in the 1960s (Leroi-
Gourhan 1964). This mechanism is
nothing more than a continuation of
the process of ‘humanization’, begun
with the earliest hominoids. Once
function transferred from mandible
to hands, mechanical atrophy led to
retreat of the facial structure. Bone
mass was progressively transferred
to the cranium. Globally, this has
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the increasing role of behaviour,
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areas with substantial genetic exchange (Africa and Asia), the phenomenon of modernization has a uniform aspect. By
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evolution, but appear to be the result of migration.

HY



Population Movement of Anatomically Modern Humans

Parts preserved in the mediansagittal plane
Reconstructed parts of the sagittal profile

Figure 29.3.1 , OETU0RAEIROOM 1 0UOOs , OETUORAEROO
seems to be present early in the Levant because this region
remained in constant terrestrial contact with Africa.

The Acheulean and Ahmarian industries, typically
Africa, are associated with the northeastern border
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coming from Europe (Neanderthals) and central Asia
(Aurignacian), superimposed in such a manner that

they are unexplainable if considered only at a local scale.
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of confusion: they are not only ‘modern’, but, especially,
African (comparable to Taramsa, Egypt). They thus have
no relationship with the European sequence, for which
‘modernity’ is only observed 50,000 years later! Top: By
contrast, Asian populations also underwent the process
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at least Homo erectus. But there were also other centres, such as central Asia, where this process was continuous. The
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OOETUOuXUOrOT0iE AUl TTUREYTORO TUECELITROOTUNLOTUTTUEUEORENYEU0Iin&OEOUAITIUEN 2004). The associated industry is not,
however, Aurignacian, but has a laminar tendency developing from the local Levallois (see Fig. 29.6), as elsewhere in
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The Black Sea
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